
Know Risk. Know Credit Benchmark. creditbenchmark.cominfo@creditbenchmark.com

Achieve superior credit risk and capital management outcomes. 
Make decisions faster and more confidently with Credit Benchmark.

BE IN THE KNOW

Bank Customer SolutionsUnlocking the Power of Credit Consensus Data

Credit Benchmark is the world’s largest source of bank-
contributed credit intelligence, transforming the internal risk 
views of 40 leading global financial institutions into consensus 
views of creditworthiness. With coverage of over 115,000 public 
and private entities, 1 million+ new risk observations each 
month, and 90% unrated by traditional CRAs, Credit Benchmark 
provides an unparalleled view of credit risk across corporates, 
sovereigns, financials, funds, and securities. 

Refreshed weekly, Credit Consensus Ratings (CCRs) are 
powerful reference points for internal risk grades and grading 
practices. With insights from Credit Benchmark, risk grades, 
vital to bank performance, are set and maintained with a clarity 
that enables confidence for broader strategic decision making.  

Why Join the Network? Three Pillars of Value 

Benchmarking Power: Compare internal views, 
model outputs, and rating performance against 
Consensus measures from the global banking 
community – providing a clearer view of risk 
positioning unavailable from public sources.

Enterprise-Wide Utility: Embed Consensus 
intelligence across Front Office and Capital Markets 
businesses (first line of defence) and Risk and 
Capital Management functions (second line of 
defence), enhancing decision-making, governance, 
and supervisory engagement across the institution. 

Unrivalled Data Asset: Access the most 
comprehensive dataset of actively maintained, 
bank-sourced probabilities of default (PD), loss-
given defaults (LGD), and Credit Consensus Ratings, 
including thousands relating to private, unrated, 
and illiquid credit.

Gain a Clear View of Your Portfolio Coverage

We offer a complimentary and confidential Consensus 
Dataset Coverage Analysis — providing clear insight into 
the expected extent of coverage and utility across your 
bank’s universe of obligors. Get in touch with us at info@
creditbenchmark.com to request your coverage analysis. 
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Embedding Consensus Data Across the Organization

Consensus intelligence is more than a data source — it becomes a strategic capability embedded 
across the bank: 

•	 Front Office & Capital Markets 
(first line of defence): Integrate 
Consensus data into client 
onboarding, origination, pricing, 
and portfolio construction 
workflows. 

•	 Risk and Capital Functions 
(second line of defence): Apply 
peer benchmarks for model 
validation, impairment analysis, 
and early warning indicators. 

•	 Board & ExCo: Use independent 
Consensus insights to inform 
portfolio steering, capital 
planning, and strategic allocation 
decisions. 

This establishes a shared, objective language of credit risk that aligns origination with oversight and 
strengthens risk-return decisions enterprise-wide. 

Enhance Models & Strengthen IRB Outcomes  
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Credit Risk Modelling & IRB Enhancement 

Credit Benchmark data enhances every stage 
of the model lifecycle, from development and 
backtesting to validation and ongoing monitoring, 
by providing independent, peer-sourced 
benchmarks: 

•	 Backtesting & Development: Assess rank-
ordering, calibration, and relative conservatism 
against peer Consensus. 

•	 Validation & Governance: Provide robust 
external challenge points and complementary 
evidence for model review and regulatory 
submissions. 

•	 Monitoring: Detect divergence from peers and 
early signs of model drift, even in portfolios 
with limited default history. 

IRB Nexus – Supporting IRB Repair and 
Overcoming Default Data Gaps 

In partnership with Oliver Wyman, Credit 
Benchmark’s IRB Nexus directly supports IRB 
Repair by addressing one of the most persistent 
challenges in credit model development: the lack 
of sufficient default data. By augmenting internal 
datasets with Credit Benchmark’s Consensus and 
default observations, banks can: 

•	 Increase observed default volumes to support 
robust model calibration. 

•	 Reduce the need for large margins of 
conservatism. 

•	 Strengthen regulatory submissions with 
independent, peer-validated evidence.
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Comparison of internal risk grades against a 
Consensus grade, expressed in your bank’s own 
grading language, is one of Credit Benchmark’s 
most valuable and exclusive benefits. We extend 
entity-level views to the portfolio level through 
a powerful suite of tailorable analytics, enabling 
contributing banks to:

•	 Track Performance: Understand conservative/
aggressive positioning and leading/lagging 
transition behaviours by sector, geography, or 
line of business, informing internal challenge, 
appetite setting, grading practices, and 
methodologies.

•	 Challenge and Validate Models: Build, 
maintain, and assess scorecards, models, 
exceptions, and overrides informed by banking 
industry data — strengthening governance and 
validation.

•	 Optimize Capital: Detect divergences inflating 
return hurdles or RWAs to unlock opportunities 
for more efficient capital deployment.

•	 Enhance Regulatory Engagement: Supply 
robust evidence in capital assessments, 
supervisory reviews, and model submissions 
(e.g. ICAAP, SREP, CCAR, and equivalents in 
Canada, Australia, Hong Kong, and South Africa).

Credit Benchmark’s Consensus analytics enable 
confident, efficient risk decisions across the 
enterprise — from individual counterparties to 
board-level strategy.

Sample Company - Entity Benchmarking

Industry Portfolio Benchmarking - Notching 
Differences vs. Consensus
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Benchmarking, Peer Insight & the Enterprise Vision – A Unique Competitive Edge 
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A Data Asset Built for the Full Credit Lifecycle
•	 115,000+ entities, updated weekly. 

•	 1,200+ industry and geographic credit 
aggregates revealing systemic trends and 
correlations.

•	 160,000+ loan and bond Credit Consensus 
Ratings via Bloomberg, extending coverage 
into the fixed-income universe and enabling 
seamless front-office integration. 

•	 Over 10 years of historical credit data and 1M+ 
monthly observations. 

This breadth of data delivers a multi-dimensional view of credit risk — from single-name exposure to 
portfolio trends and market-wide signals.
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Optimize Capital & Transfer Risk 
Confidently 

Credit Benchmark data supports a range 
of balance sheet and capital management 
strategies by providing independent, external 
perspectives on credit quality at both the 
single-name and portfolio level. These insights 
inform decisions around RWA efficiency, 
hedging strategies, non-payment insurance, 
secondary loan sales, and structured risk 
transfer — helping banks make more confident 
decisions about pricing, structure, and timing. 

Supporting SRT and Capital Relief

A key example is Significant Risk Transfer 
(SRT) transactions, where independent credit 
assessments are critical for achieving regulatory 
capital recognition. Consensus data enhances 
every stage of the SRT lifecycle: 

•	 Deal Structuring & Investor Engagement: 
Provide transparent data to support pricing, 
disclosure, and investor due diligence. 

•	 Regulatory Credibility: Strengthen 
submissions with objective, market-aligned 
assessments of portfolio credit quality. 

•	 Ongoing Portfolio Management: Support 
replenishment decisions, stress testing, and 
post-transaction monitoring. 
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Extending Consensus Intelligence

Early Warning & Risk Anticipation
•	 Use Credit Consensus momentum and 

opinion changes as an early-warning signal 
to spot deteriorating counterparties ahead of 
review cycles.

•	 Weight ratings by exposure and apply 
transition and correlation matrices to track 
migrations and guide diversification.

Enhance CVA & Valuation
•	 Apply Consensus-based PDs to credit 

surfaces and pricing for unrated or illiquid 
names.

•	 Strengthen valuations for private loans and 
structured exposures with transparent, bank-
sourced benchmarks.

Accelerate Decisions & Digital Workflows
•	 Integrate consensus data into systems 

to automate screening, approvals, and 
monitoring.

•	 Enable faster, consistent credit decisions and 
smarter, data-driven processes across the 
enterprise.

Evidence Governance & Regulatory Dialogue
•	 Show market alignment and independent 

challenge in model reviews and regulatory 
submissions.

•	 Use transparent consensus insights to 
demonstrate governance and support 
supervisory confidence.

Benchmark ECL Risk Drivers
•	 Assess ECL model conservatism by 

benchmarking PIT, scenario-weighted, and 
baseline PDs vs peer consensus under IFRS 9 
/ CECL.

•	 Provide independent, market-aligned 
calibration evidence for stronger governance.

Join the Network – Turn Insight Into Advantage 

By contributing credit views to Credit Benchmark, your institution joins a global network of 
leading banks transforming internal expertise into enterprise-wide intelligence. The result: 
better models, smarter decisions, and a more strategic approach to capital and risk — all 
built on the collective intelligence of the global banking industry. Get in touch today.
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